BLACK MEDICK, NONSUCH, Medicago haling L.

218. Black Medick, Nonsuch, Medicago lupulina L. (X i);
annual, with slender mostly procumbent branches from the base
and up to 2 ft. long; stipules large and toothed; leaflets 3,
obovate, shortly toothed (dentate), apiculatc; common stalk
short; flowers (A X 3) in small rounded heads in the axils of the
leaves, heads on slender stalks (peduncles); calyx (B, X 5)
equally 5-lobcd to the middle, lobes lanceolate, hairy on the
margins (ciliatc); petals yellow, the standard (C, X 2-j?) broadly
obovate; keel and wings blunt at the apex, free from the stamina!
tube; I stamen free* the other 9 united in a sheath split along'thc
top (D, X 5); anthers small and equal; ovary with a glabrous

style, stigma terminal; fruits (E, X H) crowded into an oblong
cluster, very short, curved, black when ripe, reticulate, 1-seeded;
seed (F, X 3^) kidney-shaped, straw-coloured, smooth (family
Papittonaceew),

A weed in waste places arid fields, widely distributed in tem-
perate regions and naturalised in many countries.

The chief pollinator of this plant is the honey-bcc, which does;
not disdain even this flower's tiny store of honey. The whole
inflorescence is pulled down by the weight of the insect, which
then sucks the flower's head downwards. It visits a few flowers
at a time, and then flies away to another plant. On alighting the
insect causes the column of reproductive organs (stamens and
style) to spring out of the keel, to which in this case it does not
return after the pressure is removed.
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